
The plans for the policy the u.s. government carried out had
been formulated at a by-invitation-only meeting at the J.F.K.
School of Government in March 1990.** This points up the
discrepancy between the stated NTIA objectives of opening policy
decisions up to public discussion and input versus the actual
deeds of the u.s. government of implementing a policy which had
been formulated at a private by-invitation-only meeting and which
ignored the concerns and needs of the people the policy would
affect. Also, on May 1, 1995, there was a public program at the
Mid-Manhattan branch of the New York Public Library. The program
was about the importance of the Net to people around the world
and about the future potential of this new means of communication.

At that meeting, people expressed their concern that the
u.s. government would try to impede access to this important
resource, rather than help to make it more broadly available.
Also, many urged that another meeting be set up to discuss what
to do to make this important new resource available to a broader
sector of the population.

One of the difficult dilemmas of our times is how to deal
with the disparity between government words that they want input
into policy decisions, and their actions of ignoring that input.
The 1961 MIT Conference on the Future of the Computer, however,
which occurred at a similar turning point in the development of
the computer, provides helpful perspective. When one doesn't know
what the future will be in the short term or the long term, as
one participant at that conference pointed out, it is especially
important to decide what type of future it was to encourage and
to work to make that future a reality. Also at the MIT Confer
ence, C.P. Snow emphasized the importance of having important
policy issues discussed by a large number of people and he
expressed the conviction that such discussion would eventually have
an effect on policy. In addition, those at the MIT Conference
expressed a concern that when governments deal with important
matters regarding technology and computers, those who have some
understanding of the important issues at sta.ke be involved in the
decision making process.

The NTIA conference achieved two important results. It
clarified that when people have online access and are invited to
participate in a public policy discussion of an important issue,
they will contribute in a way thatidenUfies the important prin
ciples to shape that public policy. The second result was that it
demonstrated that the u.s. government policy of privatizing the
u.s. portion of the Internet is at odds with the principles
clarified during the NTIA online conference called to provide
public input into that policy. The online conference also demon
strated that there is a need to take up the challenge to make the
future one that will serve the principles cf broad and ubiquitous
access. The online conference established the principles, but
there is now a need to maintain an ever widening public discus
sion of these issues and to work tc determine how to implement
those principles
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